THE  FREEDOM   OF  THE   CHURCH
their hearts, to abandon him when he passed on to the next;
while his personality exerted on friend and foe alike the most
irresistible of fascinations.1
With Lamennais the Ultramontane we need not spend very
long. It is enough to say that his treatise De Ffitat de I'Eglise
an i8e Siecle et a I'Heure actuelle (published in 1808) played a
considerable part in the formation of the extreme Ultramontane
opinion which created so many difficulties for the governments
of Louis XVIIL—difficulties which were not allayed by the
author's later work, De ^Indifference en Matiere de Religion,
which came out at intervals between 1817 and 1824, or by his
slightly later De la Religion considered dans ses Rapports avec
Iy0rdre civil et politique. Not content with these heavy tomes,
Lamennais was one of the founders of, and a regular contributor
to, the extreme Ultramontane periodicals, Le Drapeau blanc and
Le Memorial catholique* His opinions during this period can be
easily summed up: the authority of the Church is so absolute
that no one, not even the Pope, may dominate her or surrender
the smallest particle thereof. The State has no rights of any
kind over her; toleration is blasphemy. Not only was the
Charter an atheistical document, but the 1825 law against
sacrilege, hailed by most Catholics as a signal victory for the
Church, was denounced by him as impious because the sacred
buildings of other religious bodies were not specifically ex-
cluded from its operations. As Faguet rightly remarks, there
is nothing in Lamennais the Ultramontane which cannot be
found in Maistre and Bonald, although expressed with less
logic and more eloquence; and the three may be said to form,
as it were, a triumvirate of Catholic philosophy: anti-Protestant,
anti-Gallican, anti-Liberal, anti-individualist—with this differ-
ence, as Professor Laski points out, that the first two approached
1 Felicit^ de Lamennais (1782-1854) : ordained in 1816 after some years as
a teacher in Saint-Malo; Deputy, 1848. Died in complete obscurity. Chief
political works: De Ffitat de r£glise en France au i8e Siecle (i 808), Essai sur
rindifflrence en Matiere de Religion (1817), Des Relations de la Religion et de la
Politique (1824), Paroles d^un Croyant (1834), Le Livre du Peuple (1837), Le
Pays et le Gouvernement (1840), Esquisse d^une Philosophic (1840-1846). See
Laski, Authority in the Modern State, for a study of Lamennais* Ultramontane
phase and for a useful Lamennais bibliography.
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